Estonia became the first nation to open its digital borders to enable anyone, anywhere in the world to apply to become an e-Resident. Estonian e-Residency is essentially a commercial initiative. The e-ID issued to Estonian e-Residents enables commercial activities with the public and private sectors. It does not provide citizenship in its traditional sense, and the e-ID provided to e-Residents is not a travel document. However, in many ways it is an international 'passport' to the virtual world. E-Residency is a profound change and the recent announcement that the Estonian government is now partnering with Bitnation to offer a public notary service to Estonian e-Residents based on blockchain technology is of significance. The application of blockchain to e-Residency has the potential to fundamentally change the way identity information is controlled and authenticated. This 
Introduction "We are doing this as a start-up. We don't know the full implications. Of course, we are hoping that it could be disruptive." 1
In December 2014, Estonia started issuing e-ID cards to e-Residents and became the first nation to open its digital borders to foreigners, through its e-Residency initiative. For the first time, a nation has enabled anyone anywhere in the world to have an international digital commercial life using a sovereign government-backed identity credential. E-Residency is an evolution of digital identity programs, and the Estonian program is currently the most advanced governmentsponsored, consumer digital identity program in the world.
E-Residents are able to remotely access and use a range of Estonian e-government and private sector services. The e-ID issued to Estonian e-Residents enables commercial activities including business and company registration, opening of bank accounts and funds transfers, buying and selling of real estate and other property, and trade of goods and services.
2 Digital trust services (e-trust) enable documents to be executed, and 8 While most e-Residents were initially from neighboring countries, the new trend is from Asia, particularly from India. 9 In 2016, Estonia reportedly wants to target Singapore, India, and the US for its e-Residency services. 10 New services were added to the e-Residency program in 2015 and more are planned for 2016. Many of these services go beyond doing business in Estonia. The smart ID card issued to an e-Resident enables use of digital authentication for a range of applications. The Estonian e-Residency team is working with private companies to provide universal authentication services, the most significant of which is the application of blockchain technology to authenticate identity and identity documents.
11 This development is especially significant because the Estonian government and its infrastructure support it.
The Estonian e-Residency program is very attractive to individuals who wish to participate in economic activity 12 There are indications of this development now. Estonia, Belgium, Portugal, Lithuania, and Finland mutually recognize their e-IDs. In December 2015, Estonia and Finland became the first countries in Europe to develop a joint data exchange platform based on Estonia's X-Road, the platform that is also used for Estonian e-Residency. This platform enables databases in Estonia and Finland to interface to make e-services accessible to Estonian and Finnish citizens and permanent residents. 
